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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 
 
     This will be my last message as Commander.  
The past three years has flown by.  The part that 
makes your job as Commander easy is a great 
bridge.   I want to personally thank Charlie, 
Brenda, RuthAnne, Barbara, Peter, and Linda for 
all their hard work during this past year.   
Without their dedicated work and support our 
year would not have been as successful. 
 
     Membership in the Norwich Power Squadron 
has much to offer, boating classes, seminars, 
outings, and monthly meetings with a boating 
related program, plus socializing with people 
that love the sport of safe boating.   Why is it 
that we have lost so many members this past 
year?   Talk to your boating friends about 
membership.  They will not be disappointed.  
  
     I want to give thanks to Walter Harris of the 
Saybrook Power Squadron for teaching the 
Weather course.   Members from Norwich and 
New London Power Squadrons took the course 
held in the community room of the Waterford 
Police Complex.  It was a very interesting course 
and we are awaiting the results of our exam. 
 
     Our Change of Watch is Friday, April 23rd.   
There are many great items for our raffle.   
Please join us to welcome in your new 
Commander, Charles Greenbacker, AP and the 
bridge for 2010. 
See you at the Change of Watch,       

���������	
�����	
���� , AP 
�

2009 – 2010 Bridge Officers 
 
 
Commander - P/C Gene H. Lewis, AP        
eugenelew@charter.net                        
 
Executive Officer – Charles F. Greenbacker, AP                
ncfdchief1@aol.com� �  
   
Administrative Officer  - Brenda J. Keefe, P  
keefe.killingly.mem@snet.net       
 
Education Officer - RuthAnne D. Collins, P  
rdctruffles@sbcglobal.net          
 
Asst. Education Officer -  
 
Secretary - Linda L. Lewis, AP 
linleelew@charter.net           
 
Treasurer – Peter J. Collins, AP  
pjcnestle@sbcglobal.net      
 
Nominating Committee -  
P/C Paul M. Metsack, P   
 
Executive Committee  
P/Lt/C Roberta DeGray, AP 
Tyson Hawver, AP 

By-Laws Committee 
(Chair) 1 Year-P/C Bruce DeGray, AP  
P/C Jack Guarnaccia, AP   

Audit Committee 
(Chair) 1 Year- Theodore P. Simmons   
Ralph E. Webb                
  
Editor of Compass Rose:  RuthAnne D. Collins, P 
(h) 444-9027     rdctruffles@sbcglobal.net  
or norwichpowersquad@sbcglobal.net 
 
Publisher of Compass Rose:  Barbara Simmons  
tsimmons6558@sbcglobal.net 
 
Webmasters:  Debbie Bailey 
Debbie@mywebdept.com 
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USPS District 1 
Contest 

 
This contest is open to anyone under the age of 18yrs.  
Maybe relatives, friends, scouts, or strangers.   
 
Rules:  Must be an original idea or method to promote 
safe, fun boating. 
 
A working model, or full size, of invention must be 
displayed at the Spring 2010 District 1 Conference. 
 
In place of a model invention maybe explained using 
posters, grafts, etc. 
 
Contestant must be in attendance. 
Contestants may work alone or work as a group.       
Ownership of idea or invention will remain the 
property of participant unless given to the District in 
writing.   
 
Judging will take place during AM breakout session 
and awards made during the luncheon. 
 
Classifications 
Class A:  up to age 10 
Class B:  age 10 – 15          
Class C:  age 15 – 18 
Groups will use the same age classifications with the 
oldest member setting the class.   

 
USPS PLEDGE 

 
I do solemnly pledge myself to promote and perpetuate 

high standards of navigation and seamanship, to abide by 
the Constitution and By-Laws of the United States Power 

Squadrons and of any Local Squadron  
of which I may be a member. 

To co-operate with agencies of the United States of 
America, charged with the enforcement of laws and 

regulations relating to navigation;  
To maintain and operate my boat legally and in a manner 

that will not cause damage or discomfort to others;  
To render assistance, whenever possible to anyone afloat 

who is disabled or in distress; 
And at all times to conduct myself in a manner that will 

add prestige, honor and respect to the organization 
whose Ensign I am privileged to fly. 
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Copied from the April 2010 issue of USPS Compass 
 
For more great articles, go to the following website: 
 
USPS COMPASS April 2010 
 



 
 

 
 
From the Laptop of RuthAnne Collins: 
 
Subject:  DB2000 
  
This is a wonderful tool that all squadrons use as a 
resource to gather and generate reports and common 
information.  (Such as name, telephone #, cell phone, 
boat name, homeport, birthdays, spouse, etc.)  This tool 
can be queried for specific info so we can better serve our 
members and get pertinent information to our members 
quickly. 
 
Problem:  Lack of Member Information.  I need your help 
in supplying the info that is missing.  There is lots of blank 
information under our member’s roster. 
 
Solution:  Please email me ASAP at 
rdctruffles@sbcglobal.net with this info.  It will only take a 
couple of minutes.  (Cut and paste the box below into my 
email and fill in the appropriate information for me) 
 
Reason:  It will help us provide you with extra perks to 
this organization with ease and in a timely manner.  It 
may take you only a couple of minutes to fill this out, but it 
will save “us” hours of valuable time while providing you 
with better service.  PLEASE email this form to the above 
email address now!  THANK YOU. 
 
 
Name: 
Address: 
 
Tel. #: 
Birthday: 
Spouse Name: 
Wedding Date: 
Email address: 
Boat Name: 
Boat Type: 
Homeport: 
MMSI #: 
 
 
 

 
 

FOR YOUR HELP! 
 

 
United States Power Squadrons Adopts 

SailAngle.com as Standard Communication 
Platform  

RALEIGH, N. C. and SAN DIEGO, Nov. 5 /PRNewswire/ - - The United 
States Power Squadrons (USPS), the nation's oldest and largest non-
profit boating organization with more than 40,000 m embers, and 
SailAngle.com, LLC, a new boating website launched in January 2009, 
announced today the signing of an agreement that wi ll pave the way to 
bring the members of USPS onto SailAngle.com. 

"SailAngle.com worked with us to create special private  communities 
for our members that will significantly improve our  internal 
communications," said Creighton Maynard, the Chief Commander for 
USPS. "In addition, our members will have access to  the many 
additional features on SailAngle.com that are impor tant for boaters." 

SailAngle.com launched its free public website in J anuary 2009 and has 
already garnered more than 2,500 members. The featu re-rich website is 
a hybrid between a boating oriented social network and a 
communication and information exchange platform whe re the content 
is supplied by its members. 

"We are very happy to be associated with the United  States Power 
Squadrons," said Randy White, Co-Founder and Presid ent of 
SailAngle.com. "We created private groups for each of the 450 USPS 
Squadrons and organized them according to the 33 US PS Districts," 
continued White. "This allows the national organiza tion single click 
communication with the entire membership and simila r single click 
communication from the Districts to their respectiv e Squadrons." 

SailAngle.com combines all the features of a social  network with many 
special features such as Ask-a-Pro  that puts members in touch with 
seasoned professional mariners who answer their que stions free of 
charge. Gourmet Galley  is a treasure trove of recipes that work on a 
boat, many posted by charter yacht chefs who also p ost their cooking 
tips. The Destinations  feature provides worldwide local boating 
knowledge, including anchoring and services availab le, with 
information posted by members who have actually bee n to the 
locations. 

In keeping with the USPS mission of "promoting recr eational boating 
skills and boating safety through education," SailA ngle.com also offers 
USPS educational courses on-line and hosts frequent  Webinars on 
important boating topics. These features provide th e USPS with access 
to a broader public audience and it is believed wil l increase 
membership in the USPS. 

About United States Power Squadrons:  

The United States Power Squadrons is the nation's o ldest and largest 
non-profit organization devoted to safe boating edu cation. Founded in 
1914, the USPS today has about 40,000 members and b rings 
considerable boating knowledge and teaching experie nce to educating 
the boating public in safe boating practices. A pro gram called "USPS 
University," includes a Boat Operator Certification  program consisting 
of four levels of demonstrated proficiency of on-th e-water boating 
skills. For more information see the USPS website a t: 
http://www.usps.org . 

About SailAngle.com, LLC:  

SailAngle.com is a free worldwide boating website e stablished in 
January 2009. It combines aspects of social network ing with 
communication and information exchange where the co ntent is 
generated by the membership. In the first seven mon ths the website 
garnered more than 2,500 members including many pro fessional 
mariners and charter yacht chefs. With the recent a greement with the 
USPS, SailAngle.com expects to become an important boating website 
serving the needs of both the public and the USPS. For more 
information see the company's website at: http://ww w.sailangle.com . 

SOURCE SailAngle.com 
Stay tuned for more information. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Friends of the Compass Rose  

Captain 

’09 Sharon & Jerry Pineault – “Sharon C” 

Commander 
’09 Linda & Gene Lewis – “DEBLIN” 
’09 RuthAnne & Peter Collins—“Twenty-Knots, too” 
’09 Charlie & Linda Greenbacker—“Still Lookin’ …”   
        for a boat 
’09 Barbara & Ted Simmons – “Sea Dream” 
 

 
Donation Levels: 

  Admiral   $50.00 Commodore  $40.00 
  Captain    $30.00 Commander  $20.00 
  Lieutenant $10.00  
 
Support your Compass Rose and become a “Friend of the 
Compass Rose”. 
 

Donations are from June 2009-May 2010 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Please send your renewal or new donation for the 
“Friends of the Compass Rose” to:  

Peter Collins, Treasurer  
20 Perry Avenue, Waterford, CT  06385-3435 
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Coastal Perspective Lecture Series 2010    
    Held at UCONN @ Avery Point, Groton 

 
April 13       “Staying Dry and Paying for It: Symposium on  
                    the Costs of Coastal Living in a Changing  

        Climate”-  
 

Moderator W.Frank Bohlen,  Professor, Department of 
Marine Sciences, University of Connecticut Panel E. 
Zell Steever Chairman, Town of Groton Task Force on 
Climate Change 
Todd Fake - Research Associate, Department of Marine 
Sciences, University of Connecticut  
James Edson, Associate Professor, Department of 
Marine Sciences, University of Connecticut 
Thomas Sullivan, Commissioner, State of Connecticut 
Insurance Department 
Symposium/panel to be held in Branford House 
 
 
Lectures begin at 7:30pm and are held in Room 103 
of the Marine Sciences Building.  Coffee and light 
refreshments are available at 7pm. 
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Ocean Conservancy’s partner, Earth 
Day Network, has recently launched 

a new action-oriented web site, 
Earthday.net to help you find nearby 
Earth Day events or service projects. 
Mark the 40th anniversary of Earth 
Day on April 22 by taking action. 

Visit Earth Day Network to sign up 
for events like Ocean Conservancy's 

International Coastal Cleanup» 
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The Brownstone Quarry on the Connecticut River 
Presented by Gary Woods 

 
Earth Day 2010: 
What are your 
plans for April 

22nd? 



 
On March 14, a rainy Sunday afternoon Gene and I 
attended this presentation at the Saybrook Power 
Squadron meeting at the Acton Library, Old 
Saybrook.  Gary Woods is the son of P/C/C Robert 
and Polly Woods of the Saybrook Squadron. 
 
Gary is a PADI master scuba diver and certified 
instructor in 18 different specialties including 
Emergency first responder, photograph and teaches 
out of Scuba Shack Dive Center in Rocky Hill, CT.  
He has traveled extensively to the Bahamas, 
Galapagos, South Africa, the North Atlantic and 
Mexico investigating and photographing wrecks and 
other living creatures living in those waters.  Gary 
grew up on the CT River and still enjoys the river.  
   
The Brownstone Quarry is the largest in the United 
States.  Gary has been training Portland Rescue 
teams there and when his students started asking 
questions about the quarry, Gary decided to do a 
little research.    The cliffs of the quarry are 90 feet 
high.  The depth of the quarry is also about 90 feet 
deep.   
 
In 1690 an Englishman names Starcliff used the 
stones for tombstones and markers.  In 1725 the 
actual quarry began and Starcliff started mining.  In 
1788 two men, Shaler and Hall started the first 
commercial quarry giving the rights to Wesleyan.  In 
1841 the town of Chatham now known as Portland 
because of a town in England was in its heydays of 
mining quarry stone.  The stone was shipped down 
the CT River on vessels known as brownstoners.  
These were huge 2-masted schooners which had to 
navigate the CT River and were built by 
Gildersleeve from 1821 – 1930’s.  Some of the ships 
they built were over 90 feet and of course were all 
wooden.    
 
The earliest mining was done by hand, picks, 
shovels, and wedges.  Originally there were 
roadways into the quarry, and then ladders, pulleys 
and platforms were used.  Eventually oxen and 
horses were lowered by derrick.  Later machinery, 
black powder and explosives were used.  In 1890 
steam powered locomotives were used when a 3 mile 
track was installed to transport the stone.  This was 
the nation’s longest traveler at 680 feet to move 
stone to the boats on the Connecticut River.     
 
In the 1900’s there were problems with the 
brownstone which was used in some of the buildings 

in New York.  The stone began crumbling.  It was 
felt that some of these stone used in the buildings 
which were built in the winter were holding water 
and then freezing.   Also, there was a right and 
wrong side of the stone and many building used the 
smooth side which was not as good.  These qualities 
made the stone vulnerable to the harsh weather and 
other elements.  This was sort of the beginning of the 
end of using brownstone.  Also concrete and steel 
were coming into play for building. 
   
In 1936, the Connecticut River had the biggest flood 
which was over 30 feet over flood stage.  This 
flooded the quarry in 14 minutes and filled it to the 
top and everything was lost.  There was an attempt to 
recover and rebuild; however then along came the 
hurricane of ’38.    The quarry has remained flooded 
since then.   
 
Of interest is that fossilized dinosaur foot prints have 
been found.  Many of these had been found and 
chiseled away because they were considered a flaw.   
What priceless artifacts could have been saved? 
Brownstone Quarry stone has been used in the 
buildings in New York City, Boston, Philadelphia, 
San Francisco.   There are over 19,000 building in 
New York City mostly belonging to wealthy folks.   
Locally the stone has been used at Wesleyan, St. 
John’s Church in Middletown, and the Sailors & 
Soldiers Memorial in Bushnell Park in Hartford. 
 
In 1999 Portland purchased the quarry and the land 
adjacent to it.  It is now called the Hayes Brothers 
Brownstone Exploration and Discovery Park.  This 
is an adventure sports park for the whole family 
including a waterfall, cliff jumping, rock climbing, a 
waterslide, zip lines, kayaking and hiking.   
Gary does a lot of his training sessions at this park 
area.   
 
This was certainly a very informative program on the 
history of the quarry from its mining days and 
shipping to its present operation as an outdoor 
adventure park.   What better way to spend a rainy 
Sunday afternoon. 
 
Submitted by Linda Lewis, AP 
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FISHING UPDATE 2010 
 

 Now that Connecticut requires a marine fishing license, it raises some questions with the neighboring 
states, namely New York and Rhode Island.  Both New York and Rhode Island now require marine fishing 
licenses.  Since many of us fish in all three state waters we have to review the required agreements between them.   
Connecticut and Rhode Island will accept each other’s license.   New York regulations state that they will accept 
the Connecticut license in those parts of Long Island Sound lying between New York and Connecticut.  This 
seems to mean that Connecticut residents will be required to have a New York non-resident license on any waters 
south of the Race and Plum Gut. 
  
Listed below are seasons and size requirements on some of our favorite species. 
 
 

 
 
 
 Fluke (summer flounder)             Stripped Bass                              Scup 
 

CT       May 15 to  Aug 25                    No closed season               May 24 to Sept 26 
           3 fish  19.5 inches                     2 fish  28 inches                  10 fish 10.5 inches 
 
RI        May 1 to Dec 31                      No closed season                May 24 to Sept 26 
           6 fish  19.5 inches                    2 fish  28 inches                  10 fish 10.5 inches 
 
NY       May 15 to Sept. 6                  Apr 15 to Dec 15                   May 24 to Sept 26 
              2 fish  21 inches             1 fish 28 inches to 40 inches     10 fish 10.5 inches 
                          1 over 40 inches 
 
     Remember that you have to follow the regulations for size and limits where you are fishing and also where you 
dock or haul your boat.  Be careful and have a great season.    
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RuthAnne D. Collins 
Editor of Compass Rose 
20 Perry Avenue 
Waterford, CT 06385-3435 

 
 

The Compass Rose is published 8-9 times a year. 
I welcome all members to submit articles, educational clips,  
and/or any other material pertaining to boating.  They will be edited 
for clarity and based on space available.   
The Compass Rose is the official publication of Norwich Power Squadron.   
Articles, opinions and advertisements do not necessarily reflect 
NPS/USPS policy or endorsement, unless so designated. 
Articles may be reproduced in any USPS publication 
when credit is given to both The Compass Rose and the author. 
Subscriptions are free to members. 
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The compass rose has appeared on charts and maps since the 1300's when the portolan charts first made their 

appearance. The term "rose" comes from the figure's compass points 
resembling the petals of the well-known flower. 
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