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COMMANDER’S MESSAGE 
 
MARCH!!  Daylight savings time just around the corner.   
Warmer temperatures!  Time to put down all the marine 
catalogues received in the mail and start thinking of your 
commissioning projects.   Will one of your projects be 
installing new electronic equipment?  Taking the 
squadron marine electronics course would have been 
helpful.   Isn’t it amazing that as soon as you buy a new 
chart plotter, sounder or radar that it is obsolete the next 
year because of new features and technology.    
Fortunately, most equipment is serviceable for many 
years. 
 
I recently received an email from a friend saying that 
Rhode Island has finalized their limits and seasons for 
recreational fishing.   We will publish the results in the 
Compass Rose when we find out what Connecticut and 
New York are doing.  It would be great if Connecticut 
had a longer fluke and scup season this year. 
 
Please mark your calendars for our upcoming Change of 
Watch in April.  It is a great time to meet the incoming 
bridge and renew old friendships.   Also mark your 
calendar for our March membership meeting “The Great 
American Loop” presented by Bev and Dick Astles.  Ask 
a friend or neighbor to join you.  It will be an enjoyable 
informative presentation and may give you the 
inclination to try it yourself. 
 
Many thanks to Brenda Keefe and Peter Collins for the 
great job they did on the GPS seminar for our January 
and February membership meetings.   Members’ giving 
their time and knowledge is what the Norwich Power 
Squadron is all about. 
 
See you at our next meeting or at a boating or fishing 
show. 
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2009 – 2010 Bridge Officers 
 
 
Commander - P/C Gene H. Lewis, AP        
eugenelew@charter.net                                 
 
Executive Officer – Charles F. Greenbacker, AP                
ncfdchief1@aol.com� � �  
   
Administrative Officer  - Brenda J. Keefe, P  
keefe.killingly.mem@snet.net        
 
Education Officer - RuthAnne D. Collins, P  
rdctruffles@sbcglobal.net                     
 
Asst. Education Officer -  
 
Secretary - Linda L. Lewis, AP 
linleelew@charter.net            
 
Treasurer – Peter J. Collins, AP  
pjcnestle@sbcglobal.net                  
 
Nominating Committee -  
P/C Paul M. Metsack, P    
 
Executive Committee  
P/Lt/C Roberta DeGray, AP  
Tyson Hawver, AP 

By-Laws Committee 
(Chair) 1 Year-P/C Bruce DeGray, AP            
P/C Jack Guarnaccia, AP    

Audit Committee 
(Chair) 1 Year- Theodore P. Simmons                          
Ralph E. Webb                                       
  
Editor of Compass Rose:  RuthAnne D. Collins, P 
(h) 444-9027     rdctruffles@sbcglobal.net  
or norwichpowersquad@sbcglobal.net 
 
Publisher of Compass Rose:  Barbara Simmons  
tsimmons6558@sbcglobal.net 
 
Webmasters:  Debbie Bailey 
(h)  306-3058     Debbie@mywebdept.com 
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ORION 
Aerial Flares 12 GA  4 pack 
Expiration Nov 2012  $15.00 

3 packs available 
 
 

ORION 
Hand Signal Devices  4 pack 

Expiration August 2012  $18.00 
3 packs available 

 
 

Call Gene Lewis  860-861-4517 
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CALL TO THE ANNUAL MEETING 

 
Annual meeting of the Norwich Power Squadron will 

be held on Tuesday, March 23, 2010 at the Lee Memorial 
Church, Norwich, CT at 6 p.m. 

 
Please mark your calendars for this important 

meeting.  Election of officers will be held for the  new 
bridge to take office at the Change of 

Watch  dinner  and meeting at Olympic Pizza 
Restaurant, Norwich, CT on Friday April 23, 2010. 

 
The report of the nomination committee is in this 

issue.  As a member, you can also nominate 
members to these positions by petition.  To do this , 
please contact the secretary, Linda Lewis, 15 days 
prior to the annual meeting.  We will then make the  

petition nomination available to the members 7 days  
prior to the annual meeting.  In addition, please c all 

the secretary if you are interested in becoming act ive 
in your squadron and participating on committees or  

learning more about the organization.   
 

Mark your calendar for our change of Watch on Friday 
evening, April 23 at Olympic Pizza Restaurant in 
Norwich to welcome the bridge for 2010-2011 . 

 
 

Nominations for 2010 – 2011  
 

Commander -- Charles F. Greenbacker, AP 
 

Executive Officer – Theodore Simmons, S 
 

Administrative Officer -- Brenda Keefe, P 
 

Education Officer -- RuthAnne D. Collins, P 
 

Assistant Education Officer – Open 
 

Secretary -- Linda L. Lewis, AP 
 

Treasurer -- Peter J. Collins, AP  
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USPS District 1 
Contest 

 
This contest is open to anyone under the age of 18yrs.  
Maybe relatives, friends, scouts, or strangers.   
 
Rules:  Must be an original idea or method to promote 
safe, fun boating. 
 
A working model, or full size, of invention must be 
displayed at the Spring 2010 District 1 Conference. 
 
In place of a model invention maybe explained using 
posters, grafts, etc. 
 
Contestant must be in attendance. 
Contestants may work alone or work as a group.       
Ownership of idea or invention will remain the 
property of participant unless given to the District in 
writing.   
 
Judging will take place during AM breakout session 
and awards made during the luncheon. 
 
Classifications 
Class A:  up to age 10 
Class B:  age 10 – 15          
Class C:  age 15 – 18 
Groups will use the same age classifications with the 
oldest member setting the class.   

 
 

 
USPS PLEDGE 

 
I do solemnly pledge myself to promote and perpetuate 

high standards of navigation and seamanship, to abide by 
the Constitution and By-Laws of the United States Power 

Squadrons and of any Local Squadron  
of which I may be a member. 

To co-operate with agencies of the United States of 
America, charged with the enforcement of laws and 

regulations relating to navigation;  
To maintain and operate my boat legally and in a manner 

that will not cause damage or discomfort to others;  
To render assistance, whenever possible to anyone afloat 

who is disabled or in distress; 
And at all times to conduct myself in a manner that will 

add prestige, honor and respect to the organization 
whose Ensign I am privileged to fly. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

Friends of the Compass Rose  

Captain 
’09 Sharon & Jerry Pineault – “Sharon C” 

Commander 

’09 Linda & Gene Lewis – “DEBLIN” 
’09 RuthAnne & Peter Collins—“Twenty-Knots, too” 
’09 Charlie & Linda Greenbacker—“Still Lookin’ …”   
        for a boat 
’09 Barbara & Ted Simmons – “Sea Dream” 
 

 
Donation Levels: 

  Admiral   $50.00 Commodore  $40.00 
  Captain    $30.00 Commander  $20.00 
  Lieutenant $10.00  
 
Support your Compass Rose and become a “Friend of the 
Compass Rose”. 
 

Donations are from June 2009-May 2010 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Please send your renewal or new donation for the 
“Friends of the Compass Rose” to:  

Peter Collins, Treasurer  
20 Perry Avenue, Waterford, CT  06385-3435 
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* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

The Connecticut Department of Environmental Protection 
(DEP) is presenting this all day event on 20 March, 2010. 
The event is to be held at the Connecticut Fire Academy, 
34 Perimeter Rd, Windsor Locks, CT. 
  
Visitors can attend anytime from 0900 to 1700. 
  
Visitors can LEARN ABOUT WATER & FIRE SAFETY, 
CANOE & KAYAK SELF RESCUE, PADDLING 
STROKES, and DEMO LIFE JACKETS IN THE POOL. 
 
Admission is FREE. 
 
For more details visit:  
http://www.sailangle.com/uploads/group/files/109/30f531895d
40_water%20wings%20&%20fire%20poster%20d8v2.jpg 
  

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  

 

 
 

Coastal Perspective Lecture Series 2010    
    Held at UCONN @ Avery Point, Groton 

 
March 16       “Ocean: Our Water, Our World” 

                    Deborah Cramer, Author and Visiting Scholar 
        at MIT’s Earth System Initiative 

 
March 30     “Film, Oceans and Social Change”   

                    Dr. Jennifer Galvin, scientist, educator, 
                    entrepreneur, and global health and       
        environmental filmmaker with Reelblue, LLC 

 
April 13       “Staying Dry and Paying for It: Symposium on  
                    the Costs of Coastal Living in a Changing  

        Climate”-  
 

Moderator W.Frank Bohlen,  Professor, Department of 
Marine Sciences, University of Connecticut Panel E. 
Zell Steever Chairman, Town of Groton Task Force on 
Climate Change 
Todd Fake - Research Associate, Department of Marine 
Sciences, University of Connecticut  
James Edson, Associate Professor, Department of 
Marine Sciences, University of Connecticut 
Thomas Sullivan, Commissioner, State of Connecticut 
Insurance Department 
Symposium/panel to be held in Branford House 
 
 
Lectures begin at 7:30pm and are held in Room 103 
of the Marine Sciences Building.  Coffee and light 
refreshments are available at 7pm. 
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Trivia – 
E M O A L O N M T T S E Y 

************************* 
Each member owes at least one new member to their squadron each year. 
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All Drinkers – Take Heed 
 

I had 12 bottles of whisky in my locker and the first mate told 
me to empty the contents of each and every bottle down the 
sink or else, so I said I would and proceeded with the 
unpleasant task. 
I withdrew the cork from the first bottle and poured the 
contents down the sink, with the exception of one glass which I 
drank.  I extracted the cork from the second bottle and did 
likewise with the exception of one glass which I drank. 
I then withdrew the cork from the third bottle and emptied the 
good old booze down the sink except the glass which I drank.  I 
pulled the cork from the fourth sink and poured the bottle down 
the glass which I drank. 
I pulled the bottle from the cork of the next and drank one sink 
out of it, poured the rest down the glass and poured the cork 
down the bottle.   I pulled the next cork out of my throat and 
poured the sink down the bottle and drank the glass, then I 
corked the sink with the glass and bottled the drink and drank 
the pour. 
When I had everything emptied, I steadied the galley with one 
hand, counted the bottles and corks and glasses with the other 
which was 29.  To make sure, I counted them again when they 
came by and I had 74.  As the galley came by I counted them 
again and I finally had all the galleys and bottles and corks and 
glasses counted, except one galley and one cork which I drank. 
– Anonymous 
 
Taken from the May 1958 Compass Rose�

 

 

D-1 Spring ConferenceInformation 

Sat., March 27, 2010 

Luncheon Menu 

Is a choice of: Top Sirloin, Chicken Oreganato, Baked 
Scrod, or Vegetarian 

Includes salad, oven roasted potatoes, vegetable 
medley, rolls, butter, coffee, tea and dessert.  The cost 

of $22.00 per person if reservations made before 
March 17th, or if after is $25.00. 

Mail check to: 

 Ms. Kim Boswell 
P.O. Box 629  

Dayville, CT 06241 
 

Pre-Conference Dinner will be held on March 26, 
2010 @ 1900 at Olio’s Restaurant (33 Kings Highway, 

Groton) 
 

Pos-Conference Dinner will be held on March 27, 
2010 @ 1700 at S&P Oyster House (1 Holmes St., 

Mystic) 
 

Make your reservations with D/Lt/C  
George Gilbert 860-836-8930 before Monday, March 

22, 2010. 
 

Call Cmdr. Gene Lewis to let him know that you are 
attending the Spring Conference so he can save you a 

seat with the Norwich Squadron. 
 
Date: Sunday March 14th at 2:00 p.m. 
Place: Acton Library, 60 Old Post Rd. Old Saybrook 

Gary Woods with give a talk and slide show presentation 
about the historic Brownstone Quarry in Portland, Ct. The 
quarry has a rich and important history dating back three 
hundred years. The stone mined from this site was used to 
build 80% of New York City “Brownstones”, Wesleyan 
University, and many historic landmarks around 
Connecticut, New York and Massachusetts. The history 
of the quarry from its mining days and shipping on the 
Connecticut River , to it’s present operation as an outdoor 
adventure park will be discussed.  

 Gary is a Master Scuba Diver Trainer and teaches out of 
Scuba Shack Dive Center in Rocky Hill, Ct. 

This event is presented by Saybrook Sail & Power 
Squadron. The United States Power Squadron is 
America’s largest boating education organization. 
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RuthAnne D. Collins 
Editor of Compass Rose 
20 Perry Avenue 
Waterford, CT 06385-3435 

 
 

The Compass Rose is published 8-9 times a year. 
I welcome all members to submit articles, educational clips,  
and/or any other material pertaining to boating.  They will be edited 
for clarity and based on space available.   
The Compass Rose is the official publication of Norwich Power Squadron.   
Articles, opinions and advertisements do not necessarily reflect 
NPS/USPS policy or endorsement, unless so designated. 
Articles may be reproduced in any USPS publication 
when credit is given to both The Compass Rose and the author. 
Subscriptions are free to members. 
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The compass rose has appeared on charts and maps since the 1300's when the portolan charts first made their 

appearance. The term "rose" comes from the figure's compass points 
resembling the petals of the well-known flower. 
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