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2010 – 2011 Bridge Officers 
 
 
Commander - Charles F. Greenbacker, AP                
ncfdchief1@aol.com�  
                
Executive Officer –  Theodore P. Simmons, S 
tsimmons6558@sbcglobal.net   
 
Administrative Officer  - Brenda J. Keefe, P  
keefe.killingly.mem@snet.net       
 
Education Officer - RuthAnne D. Collins, P  
rdctruffles@sbcglobal.net          
 
Asst. Education Officer - Vacant 
 
Secretary - Linda L. Lewis, AP 
linleelew@charter.net           
 
Treasurer – Peter J. Collins, AP  
pjcnestle@sbcglobal.net      
 
Nominating Committee –  
P/C Eugene Lewis, AP    
P/C Paul M. Metsack, P   
 
Executive Committee  
Roberta DeGray, AP  
Tyson Hawver, AP  

By-Laws Committee 
(Chair) 1 Year-P/C Bruce DeGray, AP   
P/C Jack Guarnaccia, AP   

Audit Committee 
Theodore Simmons, S           
Ralph E. Webb    
  
Editor of Compass Rose:  RuthAnne D. Collins, P 
(h) 444-9027     rdctruffles@sbcglobal.net  
or norwichpowersquad@sbcglobal.net 
 
Publisher of Compass Rose:  Barbara Simmons  
tsimmons6558@sbcglobal.net 
 
Webmasters:  Debbie Bailey 
(h)  306-3058     Debbie@mywebdept.com 
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USPS PLEDGE 

 
I do solemnly pledge myself to promote and perpetuate high 

standards of navigation and seamanship, to abide by the 
Constitution and By-Laws of the United States Power 

Squadrons and of any Local Squadron  
of which I may be a member. 

To co-operate with agencies of the United States of America, 
charged with the enforcement of laws and regulations relating to 

navigation;  
To maintain and operate my boat legally and in a manner that 

will not cause damage or discomfort to others;  
To render assistance, whenever possible to anyone afloat who 

is disabled or in distress; 
And at all times to conduct myself in a manner that will add 

prestige, honor and respect to the organization whose Ensign I 
am privileged to fly. 
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UPDATE: 
From the Laptop of RuthAnne Collins: 
 
Subject:   DB2000 
 
IMPORTANT!!!  We cannot keep you updated if we do 
not have this information from YOU. 
  
This is a wonderful tool that all squadrons use as a 
resource to gather and generate reports and common 
information.  (Such as name, telephone #, cell phone, 
boat name, homeport, birthdays, spouse, etc.)  This tool 
can be queried for specific info so we can better serve our 
members and get pertinent information to our members 
quickly. 
 
Problem:  Lack of Member Information.  I need your help 
in supplying the info that is missing.  There is lots of blank 
information under our member’s roster. 
 
Solution:   IF YOU HAVE NOT ALREADY, Please email 
me ASAP at rdctruffles@sbcglobal.net with this info.  It 
will only take a couple of minutes.  (“Cut and paste” the 
box below into my email and fill in the appropriate 
information for me) 
 
Reason:   It will help us provide you with extra perks to 
this organization with ease and in a timely manner.  It 
may take you only a couple of minutes to fill this out, but it 
will save “us” hours of valuable time while providing you 
with better service.  PLEASE email this form to the above 
email address now!  THANK YOU. 
 
 
Name: 
Address: 
 
Tel. #: 
Cellphone: 
Birthday: 
Spouse Name: 
Wedding Date: 
Email address: 
Boat Name: 
Boat Type: 
Homeport: 
MMSI #: 
 
 
 

 
To those who have already sent me your info! 

 
 
 
 



 
United States Power Squadrons Adopts 

SailAngle.com as Standard Communication 
Platform  

RALEIGH, N. C. and SAN DIEGO, Nov. 5 /PRNewswire/ - - The United 
States Power Squadrons (USPS), the nation's oldest and largest non-
profit boating organization with more than 40,000 m embers, and 
SailAngle.com, LLC, a new boating website launched in January 2009, 
announced today the signing of an agreement that wi ll pave the way to 
bring the members of USPS onto SailAngle.com. 

"SailAngle.com worked with us to create special private  communities 
for our members that will significantly improve our  internal 
communications," said Creighton Maynard, the Chief Commander for 
USPS. "In addition, our members will have access to  the many 
additional features on SailAngle.com that are impor tant for boaters." 

SailAngle.com launched its free public website in J anuary 2009 and has 
already garnered more than 2,500 members. The featu re-rich website is 
a hybrid between a boating oriented social network and a 
communication and information exchange platform whe re the content 
is supplied by its members. 

"We are very happy to be associated with the United  States Power 
Squadrons," said Randy White, Co-Founder and Presid ent of 
SailAngle.com. "We created private groups for each of the 450 USPS 
Squadrons and organized them according to the 33 US PS Districts," 
continued White. "This allows the national organiza tion single click 
communication with the entire membership and simila r single click 
communication from the Districts to their respectiv e Squadrons." 

SailAngle.com combines all the features of a social  network with many 
special features such as Ask-a-Pro  that puts members in touch with 
seasoned professional mariners who answer their que stions free of 
charge. Gourmet Galley  is a treasure trove of recipes that work on a 
boat, many posted by charter yacht chefs who also p ost their cooking 
tips. The Destinations  feature provides worldwide local boating 
knowledge, including anchoring and services availab le, with 
information posted by members who have actually bee n to the 
locations. 

In keeping with the USPS mission of "promoting recr eational boating 
skills and boating safety through education," SailA ngle.com also offers 
USPS educational courses on-line and hosts frequent  Webinars on 
important boating topics. These features provide th e USPS with access 
to a broader public audience and it is believed wil l increase 
membership in the USPS. 

About United States Power Squadrons:  

The United States Power Squadrons is the nation's o ldest and largest 
non-profit organization devoted to safe boating edu cation. Founded in 
1914, the USPS today has about 40,000 members and b rings 
considerable boating knowledge and teaching experie nce to educating 
the boating public in safe boating practices. A pro gram called "USPS 
University," includes a Boat Operator Certification  program consisting 
of four levels of demonstrated proficiency of on-th e-water boating 
skills. For more information see the USPS website a t: 
http://www.usps.org . 

About SailAngle.com, LLC:  

SailAngle.com is a free worldwide boating website e stablished in 
January 2009. It combines aspects of social network ing with 
communication and information exchange where the co ntent is 
generated by the membership. In the first seven mon ths the website 
garnered more than 2,500 members including many pro fessional 
mariners and charter yacht chefs. With the recent a greement with the 
USPS, SailAngle.com expects to become an important boating website 
serving the needs of both the public and the USPS. For more 
information see the company's website at: http://ww w.sailangle.com . 

SOURCE SailAngle.com 
Stay tuned for more information. 

TIME TO RENEW or JOIN!  

 

Friends of the Compass Rose  

Captain 

’09 Sharon & Jerry Pineault – “Sharon C” 

Commander 
’09 Linda & Gene Lewis – “DEBLIN” 
’09 RuthAnne & Peter Collins—“Twenty-Knots, too” 
’09 Charlie & Linda Greenbacker—“Still Lookin’ …”   
        for a boat 
’09 Barbara & Ted Simmons – “Sea Dream” 
 

 
Donation Levels: 

  Admiral   $50.00 Commodore  $40.00 
  Captain    $30.00 Commander  $20.00 
  Lieutenant $10.00  
 
Support your Compass Rose and become a “Friend of the 
Compass Rose”. 
 

Donations are from June 2009-May 2010 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * 

Please send your renewal or new donation for the 
“Friends of the Compass Rose” to:  

Peter Collins, Treasurer  
20 Perry Avenue, Waterford, CT  06385-3435 
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“BOATERS CARE:   

WE KEEP OUR WATERS  
PLASTIC-FREE” 
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2010 Marine Fishing Regulations 

All regulations are subject to change.  It is the a ngler's sole responsibility to check each state's r egulations for changes. 

Fish     Connecticut Rhode Island New York 

  

 

   
Size:  19.5" 19.5 21" 

Fluke 
  

Season:  5/15-8/25 5/1-12/31 5/15-9/6 

  
  

Limit:   3 6 2 

  
 

   
Size:   12.5" 12.5" 12.5" 

Black Sea 
Bass   

Season:  5/22-9/12 5/22-9/12 5/22-9/12 

  
  

Limit:   25 25 25 

  
 

   
Size:   10.5" 10.5" 11 

Scup 
  

Season:  5/24-9/26 5/25-9/26 5/24-9/26 

  
  

Limit:   10-see below 10- see below 10 

 

  
   

Size:   28"   28'-40' 1fish 

Striper 
  

Season:  year round See CT 
Regulations 40+ 1 fish 

  
  

Limit:   2   4/15-12/15 

  
 

   
Size:   14" 16" 14" 

Blackfish 

  

Season:  
1/1-4/30 4fish 

7/1-8/31 2 
fish 

4/15-5/31 3 
fish Closed 
6/1-6/30. 7/1-
10/16 3 fish 

1/17-4/39, 10/1-12/20 

  
  

Limit:   10/1-12/6 4 
fish 

10/17-12/15 8 
fish 4 fish 

  
 

  
 

Size:   16" 16" 16" 

Weakfish 
  

Season:  year round year round year round 

  
  

Limit:   1 1 fish 6 

 

  
   

Size:   none none 15 total no more 

Bluefish 
  

Season:  year round year round than 10 less than 12" 

  
  

Limit:   10 10 year round 

 Scup regs are different for party 
and charter boats 

 
   Revised 5/3/10 

      



 

 

 

    

 

 

Recreational Boating Safety Goals    

The goal of the Recreational Boating Safety Committee is to enhance the boating experience by providing the boater 
with the latest safety tools and information. The Recreational Boating Safety Committee works with the National 

Safe Boating Council to coordinate USPS safe boating promotional efforts through the National Safe Boating 
Campaign. The kick-off week for the 2010 campaign is 22-28 May 2010. All Squadrons have been encouraged to 

plan a safety event. Every Squadron Safety Officer is encouraged to submit a report for their squadron to their 
District Safety Officer before 1 October. The report form can be downloaded from this web site. Our goal is for all 

squadrons earn Safety Honor Roll status each year.  

 West Marine Safety Coupon 
 

West Marine will continue its 10% discount this year for any Safety related items that is needed to pass a Vessel 
Examination. Bring the page from the VSC form showing that the boat did not pass inspection along with this coupon 

to receive the discount. If you are a certified Vessel Examiner it would be good practice to print these to keep with 
your forms and decals so you can present it to the operator if the boat you are inspecting fails.  Click here for 

Coupon  
 

Marine Observing Network (MAROB)  
 

Having accurate weather information is important for the safety of your vessel and the comfort of the crew.  Through 
the MAROB program, USPS has partnered with the National Weather Service to improve NWS data and thereby 

improve their computer models and forecasts. Currently there are six test districts (3, 8, 9, 16, 22 & 26) involved in 
the initial program. Let’s all support this worthwhile initiative. 

 
  Boat Responsibly    

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
  
 
 

Notice Anything Missing from Waypoints?  

By: John Malatak, Chief, Program Operations Branch 

Certainly the philosophy of the U.S. Coast Guard's Office of Auxiliary and Boating Safety has not changed. 
Boaters – no matter what type or size of boat they operate, or what sports they pursue on the water – should 

recognize that they are "in command" and therefore fully responsible for boating safely. 

But our goal is also to continue to be the best partner we can be. Recently more and more boating safety 
advocates including the Coast Guard have united behind "Wear It!"  – a simple but powerful reminder to wear 
life jackets while boating. Although other safety topics remain important – education, BUI, accident reporting, 

and more – it's been remarkable to see what happens when we all speak with "one voice" in a coordinated 
" Wear It!" campaign. Meanwhile, we've found that the tagline we've been using since 2002, (You’re In 
Command), has never resonated as well as we hoped with either boaters or our boating safety partners. 

For the reasons stated above, the Coast Guard has decided to shift away from solely using "You're in 
Command. Boat Responsibly! " as our slogan. We will not replace it with any other slogan; instead, to identify 
products of the Office of Auxiliary and Boating Safety we will use our existing graphic device of the red boat 

plying the waves and simply retain the words "Boat Responsibly." 

This shift will allow us to be an even better partner and better illustrate our commitment to provide support to 
the “Wear It!” campaign headed by the National Safe Boating Council. When we concentrate less on 

emphasizing our own organizations, and work together to save lives through a unified campaign like "Wear 
It! " – we get great results. 

America's Waterway Watch Program  

America’s coasts, rivers, bridges, tunnels, ports, ships, military bases and waterside industries may be the next 
terrorist targets.  You can help by participating in America’s Waterway Watch.  To report suspicious activity call the 

National Response Center: 800-424-8802 or  
877-24WATCH    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Check out the National USPS website.  There is quite a bit of helpful information.  I found this 
coupon on the website.  Check it out for yourself, and if you find something interesting, please email 

it to me.  I would love to publish it. 
Thank you, RuthAnne 

www.usps.org 
 



 

 
 

NORWICH POWER SQUADRON CHANGE OF WATCH 
April 23, 2010 

 
The 57th Norwich Power Squadron Change of Watch was held at the Olympic Restaurant on  
April 23, 2010.   Commander Lewis called the meeting to order at 7 p.m., followed by the pledge of 
allegiance and invocation.   Our installing officer D/Lt/C Bud Greenbacker was introduced along 
with past commanders Frank Seaforth and Bruce DeGray.   Also recognized was long time member 
Ben Morgan . 
 
Following dinner, Ted Simmons read the audit report prepared by CPA Ralph Webb.  A motion is 
made to accept this report, seconded, and so moved.  A copy of this report is attached to these 
minutes.  P/C Bruce DeGray read the nominations report in accordance with the By-Laws of the 
USPS.   The members were elected at a membership meeting held on March 23, 2010.    
Commander Lewis then retired the 2009-2010 bridge officers. 
  
D/Lt/C Bud Greenbacker spoke on behalf of the district 1 and shared the enthusiasm of fellowship 
and friends that he has made in his years as a USPS member.  D/Lt/C Bud Greenbacker, SN installed 
our new Commander, Charles Greenbacker for the 2010-2011 year.  He then installed the following 
bridge officers: 
Executive Officer, Theodore Simmons 
Administrative Officer, Brenda Keefe 
Secretary, Linda Lewis. 
 
All officers were presented with the flags of their office.  Commander Greenbacker presented P/C 
Lewis with his Past Commander’s flag.   He then mentioned some upcoming events including the 
D/1 Summer Rendezvous at Essex Island June 25, 26 & 27.  We will be working on our own 
summer events schedule at our next bridge meeting.     
 
Our evening concluded with many items on the raffle table, thanks to those persons who made the 
donations.   
  
The evening adjourned at 9 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Linda L. Lewis, AP 
Secretary 
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Win Valuable Prizes! 
Take and complete a USPS Course between July 1, 2009 and June 30, 2010! 

United States Power Squadron members can take any one or more of the following courses 
between July 1, 2009 and June 30, 2010 to be eligible for the following prizes: 

 
Seamanship: WIN A HANDHELD VHF RADIO  
Piloting: WIN A HANDHELD GPS  
Advanced Piloting: WIN A SET OF NAVIGATIONAL SOFTWARE  
JN: WIN A CHARTPLOTTER  
Weather: WIN A BAROMETER  
Marine Electrical Systems: WIN A MULTIMETER  
Engine Maintenance: WIN A MULTIMETER 
  
To enter the drawing, all you need to do is the following: 
1. Take and complete the qualifying course or courses between July 1, 2009 and June 30, 2010 
2. Successfully pass the examination before June 30, 2010 
3. You will be automatically entered in the drawing  
The Available Prizes: 
1. For Seamanship (3) Handheld VHF Radios 
2. For Piloting (3) Handheld GPS 
3. For Advanced Piloting (3) Sets of Navigational Software 
4. For JN (1) Chart Plotter 
5. For Weather (3) Barometers 
6. For Marine Electrical Systems (3) Multimeters 
7. For Engine Maintenance (3) Multimeters 
The winner’s names will be drawn at the 2010 Governing Board held in Seattle from August 30th through September 4th, 
2010. 
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Educate yourself and Learn boating skills and win! 
  

United States Power Squadrons
®

 

P.O. Box 30423 
Raleigh, NC 27622 
1-888-FOR-USPS 
1-888-367-8777 

 
 

We have 4 members who will be in the drawing of the “Weather” category. 
They have a chance to win a free barometer! 

Good Luck to Charlie Greenbacker, Gene Lewis, Ted Simmons, & Peter Collins! 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



RuthAnne D. Collins 
Editor of Compass Rose 
20 Perry Avenue 
Waterford, CT 06385-3435 

 
 

The Compass Rose is published 8-9 times a year. 
I welcome all members to submit articles, educational clips,  
and/or any other material pertaining to boating.  They will be edited 
for clarity and based on space available.   
The Compass Rose is the official publication of Norwich Power Squadron.   
Articles, opinions and advertisements do not necessarily reflect 
NPS/USPS policy or endorsement, unless so designated. 
Articles may be reproduced in any USPS publication 
when credit is given to both The Compass Rose and the author. 
Subscriptions are free to members. 
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The compass rose has appeared on charts and maps since the 1300's when the portolan charts first made their 

appearance. The term "rose" comes from the figure's compass points 
resembling the petals of the well-known flower. 
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